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Introduction 

Throughout the Pere Marquette Conservation Park (PMCP) Master Plan process, Pere Marquette Charter 

Township has encouraged the public to provide comments and recommendations regarding plans for the 

management and development of the park.  Following is a compilation of the comments that have been 

submitted via email and through the Konveio website, followed by the Planning Team’s response to the 

comment.  The comments were submitted with names and email addresses, but those have been withheld 

from this public summary. 

 

Comment 

I read in the paper that you are taking recommendations for the new PM Township Park.  Thank you for 

your willingness to hear from members of the community about ideas for this great opportunity in our 

community!  I live in PM Township, specifically on South Lakeshore Drive just north of Iris right by the 

planned park.  If it were possible, I'd love to see a couple of sand volleyball courts at the park.  Our area 

has a community filled with active citizens, yet there are only 4 sand courts at Stearns Park.  As far as I 

know, there are no other public sand courts in our area.  And, there is a somewhat limited time of year 

when these courts are available because the city typically needs to put up fences to protect the sand on the 

beach from blowing away from our beautiful beach.  With our gorgeous sand and with volleyball being 

one of the prime female sports for high school girls, it sure seems like a great opportunity to bring sand 

volleyball into the park.  Thank you for your consideration.  Please feel free to contact me at any time if 

you'd like more information regarding this request.”  

 

Comment Response:  Volleyball is included in the preliminary day use park facility elements for 

PMCP.  Please refer to the Master Development Plan of the final Master Plan.  The beach 

volleyball courts are shown on the Day Use Park sheet of the plan, near the softball field. 

 

 

Comment 

At the first meeting a few years back, I suggested to set up the expanded Buttersville campground across 

the road as a rustic campground.  Tents only, no hookups, a shower/bath building.  We rustic campers 

prefer to not camp next to RVs with a/c & tv’s running, and packed in.  With proper planning, it could be 

a great sunrise view! Develop the old Mason Oceana Railroad grade adjacent to the PM River flats as a 

pedestrian/bike pathway.  This could potentially run from Buttersville Beach to Sutton’s Landing.  This 

trail could include historical signs about logging & the railroad.   

As a born & raised Resident of PM Township, I am very interested in the progress of this venture. Please 

keep me informed of future meetings! 

 

Comment Response:  The preliminary development plan for the area across from Buttersville CG 

targets the development of rustic cabins to serve users without camping trailers, which have often 

been requested.  The Buttersville Park and Campground sheet of the Appendix B Development 

Plan shows the layout concept for the cabins.  The addition of some rustic camping sites could be 

considered as part of the detailed planning when development of this area is pursued, which will be 

dependent on costs and budget constraints.   

The old rail grade is part of the preliminary trail plan layout, as shown on the Overall Master 

Development Plan.  Your continuing interest is appreciated by the township. 
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Comment 

In reading the article in the LDN about the brainstorming session last Friday for the  

Conservation Park, I did not see mention of an area designated as a dog park.  It certainly would not take 

up much room but would hopefully concentrate any negative impact caused by dogs to a limited area.  

The City dog park area in Cartier Park is a good local example of such a designated area within a broader 

recreational area. Personally we would be willing to contribute financially to the establishment of a 

designated dog area.” 

 

Comment Response:  A dog park is not currently included in the township’s proposed 

developments.  While this can be considered as planning moves forward, the township is concerned 

about potential liability that may be associated and maintenance issues associated with dog waste 

pickup and disposal.  It should be noted that dogs, properly leashed, are allowed at Buttersville 

Park currently and will also be permitted at PMCP. 

 

 

Comment 

The township's acquiring the land is not unlike winning a major lottery. What a monumental acquisition! 

The property is comprised of fields, dunes, marshes, woods, stream and lakeshore. It is a treasure for the 

public in perpetuity, and how the land will be apportioned among the various use proposals is critically 

important. To avoid making irredeemable planning mistakes the decision makers should be visionary, not 

only weighing current suggestions but also accounting for the way things could be decades or even a 

century from now. My advocacy centers on two uses, historical acknowledgement and habitat for birds 

and wildlife. The land encompasses the former logging village of Buttersville (circa 1880-1909), a log 

dump and vessel dockage on the Pere Marquette Lake and a narrow-gauge railway (Mason & Oceana 

Railroad). Strong consideration should be given to formally recognizing this historic site with signage and 

a small memorial museum and, perhaps, even preserving or reconstructing part of the village, something 

akin to a small-scale White Pine Village. Many of the public's suggestions are heavy on recreation: a 

sledding hill, bicycling and motorized trails, sports park ( e.g., dog-sled racing) and campground 

expansion. It is an axiom that as land development expands, wildlife habitat shrinks. So apportioning 

major parts of the property sacrosanct for birds and wildlife is absolutely essential. The park gives us a 

unique opportunity to preserve and enhance habitat for birds and wildlife. Most of the land is already used 

in a material way by wild critters, such as Bald Eagles, to be true to its name the Conservation Park 

should subordinate recreational use to conserving wildlife habitat. Obligatory for us, the future stewards 

of this land, is ensuring the ecological needs of wild critters that would potentially use it will be achieved 

through wise planning and strategic management. So I advocate strongly for nature--its beauty, its 

serenity, its spirituality and its wild critters. 

 

Comment Response:  The township agrees that obtaining this property and conserving it from 

commercial or individual use development is of great value for present and future generations.  

Taking a long-term view was a critical part of pursuing this Master Plan grant project.  In addition 

to the development plans that have been discussed, the Master Plan shows extensive areas with 

preservation and habitat restoration objectives.  As part of the final Master Plan, the township has 

partnered with the Mason-Lake Conservation District and the North Country Cooperative Invasive 

Species Area teams to develop a Natural Resource Management Plan, which is an integral part of 

the final Master Plan.  The plan identifies major invasive species management and forest 

enhancement needs that will be part of the township management goals. 

The township also agrees with the value of highlighting historic interpretation as part of the 

development goals and will look to partner with the Mason County Historical Society on such 

efforts, as costs and budget constraints allow.   
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Comment 

I would like to ask that you set some acreage plots throughout the new area to be set aside to grow planted 

with native forbs and grasses to allow for a “bird and butterfly pathway” throughout the area.  Pollinators 

are very important to our life and it would be a nice place to walk thru also. Thank you for considering 

planting pollinator areas in the planning for the new acreage. 

 

Comment Response:  As noted above, establishment of native forbs and grasses is included for 

several areas of PMCP in the Natural Resource plan.  For example, the Priority 1 treatment goals 

related to the park entrance and principal access route call for the establishment of a native prairie 

demonstration gardens 

 

 

Comment 

Hello, I’ve been a resident of Mason County since 1973. One thing that is noticeable is the lack of the use 

of land for wildlife.  The opportunity for designating a portion of the 316 acres to native plant species that 

will feed and house many birds, bees, butterflies, frogs, snakes and even larger wildlife would be a missed 

opportunity to do something lasting for the environment.  I do hope that as you seek counsel on how to 

use this land you will consider planting grasses and native plants it would do something positive for our 

environment and all the small critters will have a place to live. After all, they share the earth with us! 

 

Comment Response:  As noted above, these goals are included in the Natural Resource part of the 

final Master Plan.  As is the case with the development portions of the plan, carrying out these 

plans will involve significant costs and significant citizen involvement volunteer opportunities.  The 

township recognizes that these goals will not be quickly achieved and will require innovative 

approaches and periodic updates. 

 

 

Comment 

We understand Pere Marquette Township is in the process of acquiring a 316-acre parcel from Dow 

Chemical Company and that this is to be a conservation and recreation park.  We want to praise Pere 

Marquette Township for continuing to preserve the natural land for future generations.  

  

 We know recreation is of prime interest to the people of your township but would like you to not lose 

focus on conservation in your plan.  An article in the May 2020 National Geographic Magazine said 

"Insects are disappearing at an alarming rate." "Climate change, habitat loss and pesticides have all been 

implicated."  "Plants and insects are the fabric of this planet. We're ripping it to shreds, and we need to 

knit it back together. "We would like to suggest that some of that acreage be planted with native plants 

and grasses to provide food and shelter for wildlife. We all know that the bird population is down at least 

25-30% in the last 50 years. We know that the Monarch Butterfly population is down at least 75%. The 

bee population is declining. Thank you for your involvement in this important plan and thank you for 

listening to our suggestions.  

 

Comment Response:  Through this dynamic Master Planning process, the township has worked to 

develop a vision for PMCP that encompasses both recreation and natural resource goals.  The 

township’s Vision Statement reads: Pere Marquette Conservation Park will become a regional 

destination where natural resource characteristics are protected and enhanced; and where all 

segments of the public can experience and enjoy nature-based outdoor recreation through the 

development of outstanding park facilities.  This will be a challenging and long-range vision to 

achieve, but the township is committed to these goals for PMCP. 
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Comment 

(attached native plant list with email letter) 

I'm writing regarding the newspaper article requesting the public to respond to suggestions for use of the 

Township's acquisition of the 316-acre parcel from Dow Chemical. I am a Pere Marquette Township 

resident although my understanding is that the Conservation Park will be open to all county residents and 

visitors. Being a Conservation Park I believe a substantial amount of the park should be set aside for 

providing habitat for wildlife. You've probably read about the significant decline in the populations of 

birds, butterflies, bees and numerous pollinators and other beneficial insects. “There is a biodiversity 

crisis now threatening one-third of U.S. Plant and animal species – and people as well.”, stated by Collin 

O'Mara the President and CEO of the National Wildlife Federation. We need to develop land with native 

plants that are wildlife friendly to our area. The May 2020 National Geographic Magazine had an article 

about insects stating “Insects are disappearing at alarming rates. That could be disastrous for the planet.” 

Insects are important in the food chain providing food for larger animals such as birds, fish, amphibians, 

etc. They are decomposers of dead plants and animals. Insects are pollinators of almost 90% of flowering 

plants and 75% of crop species. They also control pests helping to reduce harmful pesticides. “Plants and 

insects are the fabric of this planet. We're ripping it to shreds, and we need to knit it back together.” I 

suggest planting acres of native flowers and grasses. This would increase the biodiversity of wildlife. It 

would be an outside science laboratory where school children and adults could study birds, butterflies, 

dragonflies etc. It would be an opportunity for photographing wildlife. An opportunity such as this only 

comes once in a life time. Let's take advantage of it.  

 

Comment Response:  As noted above, these goals are included in the Natural Resource part of the 

final Master Plan. In addition to the Priority 1 area noted earlier, native plantings are also included 

in the management prescriptions for several other areas of the property.  In addition, control of 

invasive species is an overarching theme that is carried through all of the management 

prescriptions 

 

 

Comment 

I belong to the Mason County Garden club and live in Pere Marquette township. I learned through the 

garden club members that the township is in the process of acquiring 316 acres from Dow Chemical and 

am very pleased to know you are seeking suggestions from the public as to how we would like the area to 

serve the county residents. Please give great consideration to the environment and the preservation of the 

native environment plants, flowers, trees, grasses, marshland for the sake of our birds, reptiles, mammals, 

insects, butterflies that depend on and survive based on the availability of natural environment. In 

addition to the preservation of the milkweed plants for the Monarch butterflies a section dedicated to 

butterfly garden for the public to enjoy would be quite lovely. Additionally, adding an educational 

element to the parks to reinforce the importance of preservation of the environment for wildlife focusing 

on which animals depend on which plants would be a nice addition.   

  

This area could include trails for people to walk through the natural environment and enjoy nature. A 

picnic area with tables can allow visitors to enjoy a day in the park and would not alter the environment 

harshly. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to ideas about how to suggest the land be developed. 

We have been blessed with beauty and nature at is best in mason County. I hope that the township will be 

receptive to the idea of protecting our natural environment.  

 

Comment Response:  As noted above, these goals are included in the Natural Resource part of the 

final Master Plan.  Throughout that part of the plan there are many recommendations and 

prescriptions for enhancing the natural resource values of PMCP. 
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Comment 

I am the president of the Mason County Garden Club.  Our membership is now at 76 members, many of 

whom are long-time residents of Mason County.I heard via social media and one of our members that you 

are looking for comments for uses of the new Dow Chemical acreage the township is acquiring.  I 

certainly hope that you will consider the following suggestions:  

1. As a Conservation Park, a designated nature trail would be ideal.  While signage can be 

forthcoming, at least finding and identifying unique as well as common plants (and possible animal 

locations) would be extremely educational and useful to the area.  Plus, having a designated trail will keep 

visitors to an identifiable route, rather than bush-whacking through the entire acreage. 

 

2. In addition, re-introducing native plant species to sustain the pollinator and insect community, as 

well as the general wildlife, would be beneficial for our entire area.  This will only help to support the 

Conservation Park theme.   

Education is key to reversing the downward trend of losing beneficial flora and fauna.  With these two 

ideas introduced to this new area, our community, everyone benefits.  An article in the May 2020 

National Geographic Magazine said "Insects are disappearing at an alarming rate." "Climate change, 

habitat loss and pesticides have all been implicated."  "Plants and insects are the fabric of this planet. 

We're ripping it to shreds, and we need to knit it back together."  I hope we can be a part of this "knitting 

together" here in Mason County. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Comment Response:  As noted above, these goals are included in the Natural Resource part of the 

final Master Plan.  Developing and maintaining one of the trail sections in the park for plant 

identification would be a good project that could potentially be led by a volunteer group. 

 

 

Comment 

I'm writing in response to the request in the Ludington Daily News for suggestions for the use of Dow 

Chemical's 316 acre parcel. This is such an exciting opportunity for the Ludington area! I would love to 

see a large part of this acreage become an eco-friendly habitat to draw, shelter, and protect wildlife. 

Large, connected, and florally diverse habitats are needed across the state and entire country to create 

healthy ecosystems, and what a wonderful opportunity we have with this parcel of land to help fulfill this 

need. We consistently hear about honey bees being threatened, but actually all pollinators are facing 

extinction with the loss of habitat being one of the main contributors. Bee, butterflies, moths, wasps, flies, 

and beetles all play an essential role in creating food sources to feed wildlife. An area restored to native 

grasses and plants would create a habitat to protect these pollinators and encourage birds and animals to 

find refuge here. A natural habitat would draw school children; photographers, birdwatchers, and nature 

lovers of all sorts. It would be a place for all to observe the beauty of nature! Thank you for your 

attention. 

 

Comment Response:  These goals are included in the Natural Resource part of the final Master 

Plan. 

 

 

Comment 

I would like to provide comments regarding the Conservation Park Master Plan as follows:  

Preservation Zone  

Preservation of mature hardwood forest, hemlock forest, wetlands, and riparian ravine areas is a high 

priority. Management of white-tailed deer and removal of invasive plant species is critically important. 

Such recommendations are both ecologically supported and pragmatic. 

 

Opportunity Zone:  Recommendations for the various opportunity zones are reasonable. 
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Restoration Zone  

Complete removal of the “planted spruce forest” is short-sighted. If the plantation is in good health, much 

should be retained for the following reasons: 1) Conifers provide excellent wind protection for low-

impact human activities, including cross-country skiing, and 2) Conifer stands (native or not) provide 

breeding habitat for various birds, including Mourning Doves, Brown Thrashers, and Purple Finches. 

 

Cleared portions of the spruce forest would be useful for small-scale activities such as volleyball, 

whiffeball, horseshoes, etc. Picnic tables can be provided as well, while trails for hiking and crosscountry 

skiing can be incorporated in both open grasslands (mowed or not) and remaining spruce forest.  

Disc golf is well represented one mile to the south by the largest disc golf course (actually three courses) 

in the state and “one of the best in the country” on Consumers Energy property next to the Pumped 

Storage Reservoir. There are other disc golf courses in the area at the Ludington School Forest, West 

Shore Community College, and Riverside Park in Scottville. The need for another disc golf course is 

unfounded.  

Lastly, mountain bike trails represent a high-impact activity destructive to soils and vegetation, whether 

on level terrain or sloping terrain. Furthermore, highly disturbed soils along such trails are magnets for 

invasive plant species. There is simply no justification for using public property for activities destructive 

to our shared natural resources. On the other hand, mountain bikes would be welcome on multi-use paved 

or gravel roads used by bicyclists and pedestrians.  

Thank you for your consideration of these comments in determining the wise use of Pere Marquette 

Township Conservation Park. 

 

Comment Response:  Many of these goals are included in the Natural Resource part of the final 

Master Plan.  Among the information obtained by the natural resource team, was that the areas 

that had previously been identified as planted spruce from aerial photos turned out to be Douglas 

Fir plantings.  This species is native to the pacific northwest region of the U.S., but apparently was 

planted for Christmas tree production in Michigan.  While the species is not considered invasive 

because it does not spread rapidly, it is not well adapted to our climate, grows poorly and offers 

little in the way of wildlife habitat or commercial value.  The recommendations of resource experts 

supporting the township planning effort are outlined under the Priority 6 section of the NR Plan.  

The long-term goal should be to eliminate it from the property through girdling the Douglas Fir in 

groups over an extended period of time and underplanting with a native species like White Pine.  

The comment about potential resource damage that can be associated with mountain biking is 

recognized by the township.  Areas that are proposed for mountain biking avoid the target forest 

preservation areas in PMCP and would instead be incorporated into some of the restoration target 

areas.  The township recognizes that good planning of these trails will be needed to avoid adverse 

resource impacts. 

 

 

Comment 

Affew (A Few Friends for the Environment of the World) would like to share our ideas and thoughts 

about the PM Conservation Park. We believe this is a wonderful opportunity to increase community 

involvement and education along with attracting visitors from other areas. Below are our suggestions:  

1. A ban on motorized vehicles throughout the property except for maintenance of the park. 

  

Comment Response:  The township plans to make vehicle access and parking available to the 

developed site locations, but does not currently anticipate developing any motorized trails.  The 

Overall Master Development Plan sheet shows the parts of the park where vehicle access will be 

allowed. 
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Comment 

2. Paved walking and biking trails from Sutton's Landing to Buttersville / south Lakeshore Drive. 

Resting benches, observation decks, distance marking and display signage with localized natural and 

historical information would be beneficial.  

3. Marked hiking trails throughout the ravines and higher areas, with special markings for 

wintertime snowshoeing and cross country skiing.  

4. Exercise stop-off stations on trails marking distances, suggested exercises, etc.  

5. If biking off the hiking / biking trails is allowed, these trails should be marked, to protect 

environmentally fragile areas.  

 

Comment Response:  A mix of paved and unpaved trails is planned, with consideration for the 

other suggested amenities, subject to cost and budget constraints.  The township will avoid trail 

construction through fragile areas, with the exception of potential use of elevated boardwalk trail 

sections where needed. 

 

Comment 

6. Convert the former Dow Employees Picnic Area for year-round use. Restrooms, picnic pavilions, 

warming shelter.etc. 

  

Comment Response:  The township has proposed redevelopment of the former Dow AC Park area 

into a day use park facility, as outlined in the Master Plan and shown on the Day Use Park sheet of 

the Development Plan.  However, the township does not currently plan to plow the Day Use Park 

area in the winter, or otherwise incur winter maintenance expense due to cost and budget 

constraints. 

 

Comment 

7. Engage Mason County Historical Society to develop an accurate historical narrative of the 

property; homestead farming (remaining old stone foundation), ghost town of lumbering village of 

Buttersville, Mason and Oceana narrow-gauge railway, archeological site of Buttersville village dump, 

Dow ownership since WN2., and preservation of natural resources up to present.  

 

Comment Response:  The township hopes to work with the Mason County Historical Society on 

appropriate historical interpretation of the area, as time and budget allows. 

 

Comment 

8. Partnerships and workshops with local schools, elementary through high school as well as 

WSCC.  

9. Workshops and tours through the area for the community.  

 

Comment Response:  PMCP will be available for local and visiting groups to organize workshops 

and tours.  However, the township does not envision having staff and time available to 

independently develop programs of this nature. 

 

Comment 

10. Removal of invasive plant species and creation of native plant areas, rain gardens, etc Signage 

and workshops on best practices for removal of invasives and planting native plants. 

  

Comment Response:  As noted above, control of invasive species is an overarching objective for the 

township in the management of PMCP.  However, the extent and speed with which the township 

will be able to pursue these goals have to be responsive to budget constraints and other township 

government priorities. 



8 of 9 

Comment 

Thank you for considering Affew's comments. Please reach out to Affew if we can assist in any way, 

volunteers, work.shops, etc. We are looking forward to the future of this unique park. 

  

Comment Response:  The township appreciates your interest and input. 

 

 

Comment 

The conservation park will be a nice addition to PM township. I only have one concern. There is currently 

not enough parking for Buttersville beach access. People park along BOTH sides of Lakeshore Dr, which 

has no shoulder, causing partial blockage of the  roadway. This makes it difficult for one car to pass 

through the parked cars. This past summer, northbound drivers were backing up the hill so southbound 

vehicles could pass between parked cars at the bottom of the hill. It's a safety hazard. There clearly  needs 

to be additional parking for the beach in order to make it safe. The area across from Buttersville beach, on 

PM lake, would be an option for a simple public parking lot. Hopefully the parking shortage is addressed 

before creating further attractions to bring more people to Buttersville. Thank you. 

 

Comment Response:  The township agrees that adequate, safe parking has long been a problem at 

the Buttersville Beach.  The beach site has historically been operated under a lease from Dow.  

Improvements to the site were generally prohibited, both by the lease and by constraints on the 

proper use of township funds.  Plans for improved parking and a number of other enhancements 

(restroom, disabled access, etc) at the beach site are detailed on the Buttersville Park and 

Campground sheet of the Development Plan. 

 

 

Comment 

Much appreciation for all the thought and hard work gone into this. I helped get a grant for a small nature 

area behind a school years ago. I love the woods and can’t wait to explore the area! 

 

Comment Response:  The township appreciates your interest and input. 

 

 

Comment 

As a resident of the city of Ludington, I am so excited about this park and the many, many activities the 

park will provide. I'm most excited about the paved multi-use trail; I'm an avid bicyclist, but routes on 

Conrad Road or to Pentwater are difficult because of the treacherous section of PM Highway north of Iris 

Road. Please don't alter the plan for paving this multi-use trail as a cost-cutting measure--those of us with 

road bikes require pavement rather than gravel/limestone. Thank you! 

 

Comment Response:  As noted above, the township is planning a mix of paved and unpaved trails.  

The principal trail artery that is envisioned as having long-term connectivity to public trails to the 

south and north of PMCP is planned as a paved trail and shown on the Overall master Plan sheet of 

the Development Plan. 

 

 

Comment 

I think its pretty disrespectful to plan a future trail system through private property. How do you plan on 

obtaining this land? surely you have that planned right? bullying the poor families that own your 

connection points? While this trail may or may not  pass through a lot of people's properties, these 

properties were purchased because they offered privacy and seclusion. It would be one thing if the 

majority of users were going to be local, but that is not the case. These will be people from out of town 
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that will not respect our area just like down at "Peter Pan Land." You cant even keep the garbage cleaned 

up there or kids from being loud at 2am. Not to mention the random homeless people that pull up and 

park there over night. We do not support any trail expansion north onto private property because we 

already have issues with trespassing. . Your future planned trail system will only invite more trespassers 

and negatively affect the quality of life (privacy) for our neighborhood. Keep your park on your land. 

 

Comment Response:  The preliminary trail layouts were not intended to imply that the township 

has specific plans for trail connections to the south or to the north of the PMCP property, and we 

apologize for any confusion the graphics may have caused.  The graphics were only intended to 

indicate an interest in working with other jurisdictions, such as Mason County and the City of 

Ludington on developing viable non-motorized trail routes.  The township does not propose or plan 

to route trails onto or emptying into any private ownerships unless an owner is interested in having 

a trail on their property and wants to enter into an easement for that purpose. 

 

 

Comment 

I love the idea of a winter sports park! I would like to see an outdoor ice rink and a warming shelter. :) 

 

Comment Response:  An ice rink is not included in the current plans, but could be considered in the 

future.  Due to deed reservations that provide for Dow to utilize fill from the winter sports area for 

future environmental remediation work, the winter sports area development is likely to be delayed 

for a number of years, but remains an objective for PMCP. 

 

 

Comment 

Thank you for all the work that has gone into the planning process. It will be a beautiful addition to the 

area. While we are excited and fully supportive of the park plans for the most part, we have a concern 

regarding ingress/egress. We live at the top of the hill on Iris Road directly South of what appears to be 

the only proposed entrance/exit to the majority of the park. Traffic on Iris is already an issue during the 

warmer months, specifically speed. With the added volume that undoubtedly will be added by such a 

wonderful attraction, is it adequate for all traffic to come and go from one place? Would it be worth 

considering a possible one way entrance at the proposed winter sports park entrance with a one way road 

and possible parking along the East/West existing two track that runs parallel to Iris road and making the 

existing former Dow AC park entrance an exit only? Similar to the traffic flow and parking at Stearns 

Park. The road headed North/South along Haul Road could then be two way traffic with another exit or 

entrance at the current ice fishing gate. Given the fact that the future trail connection to the regional trail 

around southern storage reservoir points down my driveway, what specifically are the intentions for the 

use of private property for such a trail? Are there arrangements made for such a trail yet? If so, where 

exactly is it proposed to be located and will it be fenced? We have had issues the entire time we've lived 

here with trespassing down our driveway and along our entire yard. 

 

Comment Response:  The Master Plan team reevaluated the plans for utilizing the former Haul 

Road entrance as the principal PMCP access based on this comment and other input that was 

received.  As a result of the review, the team is recommending a new entrance to PMCP from South 

Lakeshore Dr.  The new entrance location, which is shown on the Overall Master Development 

Plan sheet, would follow the existing powerline corridor that runs to the former AC Park.  This 

location has the advantage of a straighter / safer segment of road and good screening from nearby 

residences.  In conjunction with the new entrance construction, the old Haul Road entrance would 

be closed off and restored. 

As noted above, the arrow pointing the trail south toward the adjacent private property was not 

intended to suggest a specific trail location, and we apologize for any confusion. 


